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beneath the earth which has collected
there through the ages.

The Rich Plains.

The richest plains are along the
shores of the Mediterranean, especially
in the neighbourhood of Jaffa (the
ancient Joppa), where fine oranges and
other fruits grow in the well-irrigated
gardens. Grain, the vine and the olive
flourish in sunny, fertile spots on these
coastal lowlands. Jaffa oranges arc
ready just in time for Christmas.
Numbers of Arab and Jewish people
are engaged in the orange groves,
picking, grading and packing the golden
fruit, which is then taken by motor
lorries to large sheds for inspection.

The cases of oranges are next taken
out to the steamers anchored off
shore. Over two million cases of Jaffa
oranges came to Britain in a recent
peace-time season.

Villages in the plains are of stone or
of sun-baked brick, with flat roofs of
rolled clay or beaten earth. It is not
uncommon for such house roofs to be
covered with a thin growth of herbage
upon which enterprising goats may
graze. Many housetops provide space
for drying and storing grain, fuel and
fruits, as well as for the inhabitants to
"take the air in the cool of the evening."

The rooftop is reached from the
ground by a flight of steps outside.
Inside, most large village houses have a
platform or mastabeh raised well above
the lower part or rowyeh in which
animals arc kept, and where the people
may sloop if the upper part, which is
really the living-room, is too crowded.
Light and air come through one or
two tiny windows high in the wall and
without glass in them. Warmth in
winter and opportunities of cooking
arc provided by the little fire in the

American Colony, Jerusalem.

JKKICUO AS  IT  IS TO-DAY
On the site of the ancient city of Jericho the present-flay township has been reared, as depicted
above,   Jericho is iu the; Jordan Valley, and we can sec in the distance in this photograph tho
Mount of Temptation.   Excavations in. quite recent years have brought to light some of the
city walls of the Jericho which iigured in the Old Testament.